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ed up with media? Sfipport news councilsi
N-obody needs o be bl4 rhese days, that orr E afta fu" *"", in tir,, a cil expired, voices ae "g*,n being raised in support d

national media-both print and electronic - are M Nation{ News Council in tlte 16 i6[s 6zl enimated iieccuOil'g to a tecent^ttaniS

I

Ncbody needs to be +.t1d, these days, ftat or E Aird trcre was, in fact a cil expired, voices ae agdn being raised in support of

q41ttglfye1k.rrtg-q!"-.-ggcharge_isone ffi[ Unitedstaes fiom 9J3:ol983. Poll released by tre center for Meaia and lbblic i
of liberal bias,rvhich allegedly caused the media to fl It enjqled the sumort, ard in affairs, SS trr6ent of Americans zupport tre qeatod
ptttl-Orcir punches in reportiag the various scandals il nany cases tr participatioa of of 'bational- and local news councili;o investigale i
tl""r have erwed arutnd Itt€sident clinton. Given ffi nunrr+ls disdngdsha{ joumal- citizen complaints :

elrffi %ffiffi, #ffiffi'H#ffiffiHJi*",ffi."ffi,fr&r*ffi, HJ':'fi# ffiffiffi:and for unfair tactics agai$t taryefi
reference to their politics. The problem is made infi_ _r tieth.CdnEry Fund qrd th" ., , istic h€d D€.ntality ttrat 6ten teaOs to an imeortant .nitely wase by tbe frct thet, shdt of a successtul MafdelFotndarion,n"*,pi$--. ;;E;;ffi[t],TU"iL-.a"ir,Aresameway,;libel suit (whictt is alnost impossible in fite qurE lt anestimablerecordofcomflaintshe€dandcaefirlly;&;*T;ffi#r#jaral,theavailableqptiong
sale of libel law), there is no effective recourse for adjudicated. i o6.Fe ,,#r., ^r +_ r-..,
anyone badly used by.the media W?apped in the But th National News eourrcil never wm * *-, 

are fieguentlY all too ftw' :
corrforting folds of fle Frlst Atnen&nenf ttey sim- of geneml rnedia sr4:put trirt it ngeded to do ic job. Still wase is the plight of Are individual or group i
ply la''e& .11tr6t *0"t. Its deadliest foe was Abe Rpsentrat, executive edito'r rh't is abus€al by d news organizatim. Whar recoursei

That is why tbere has always been a substrafrm of of the New Yoft Tfrms, a nian of famcusly irnperial has he (or she)? A letler to tre editm, which may m ;
s:ppat fo a National News Council, corprised of temperament wbo scmned $e idea that any o.ltsiOe rnay not ggtprint€d?A cqrection or retraaion, if fte,
experienced jopmalists; lawyers and other expere, group oould pesunre to sit {r judgrmt of the Tfunes. TV station feels like it? A libel suit, as aheady note4;
that would hear cornplaints against tlre lrledia and (n this he was siryly extefiing i point maae yeas is just about out of tlie question :
renderjudgm€nts wifhcNtr tbe foce of law but wi$, ago by fte late Wtlmm€ I{endall:'Fc tlre New There is an issue of eler'nttry iustice here, whicd
presumably, a etain mmal force that would ulti- Yod( Ttmes to citioize ilfeltis,gngloggl. y rryn- I fr"g" U19 -"ai".. 
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maiely inflrmce media pra.ctices. ceivable.') And over in the Feld of Elevision fte
Such a tibrmal, the British Press C-ourrcil, has long wr{nrms of opposition wdrc regulaly beaten by i

exil4 in Britait ent t the.stale level in *hig counay Don ltrerffitt, the longtime pttoduc€r of t6O Minuras." W timtA. Rrlsheris anaionalty syndicated i
tlp Minnesm News Cormcil has a respected recod- But today, la yeas after file Natioruf News Cou} nlrymii. t :


