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disenchantment with the neus
media grows stronger b1, the da7',
neLus councils offer a ua1,out.

"The authors of the Bill of
Rights belieued freedom of the
press uos necessor]' to help
guarantee the preseruation of a
free society. In effect, the1, declared
the press a pttblic trust.

"Bttt let the public decide that
the press itself is not worthy of
trust-that it is port of the prob-
lem rather than part of th,e solu-
tion-tlten freedom of the press
wtll ineuitably be curtatled,,.

"l'letJS counCils prouide a non-
jttdiciol fort)m; they let the people
hnow that the press does not suffer
from delusions of infallibilitl,;
and thq, reaffirm the primocl,
of the First Amen dn'tent, but
reestablish the imperatiue need
for public trust.

'lVhat has worked so well in
Ivlinnesota for 30 years can and
should be applied to other stotes
and regions. Freedorn of the
press is too uital to America's
d.emocratic health to allou: it to
be eroded b1' unthinlting insistence
on unaccountabil i tT' on the one
hand or p unittu e, le-e al re straints
on the other."

"The experience. of the
Illinnesoto Netu s Cottncil
argu.es forcefulll, for further
experimentation in other states
as a way of increasing media
openness and credibi l i ty,"

"Journel ism should welcome
the spread of neLLrs coun,cils for
the i r  he lp  in  ma in ta in ing  our
credib i l i t l ' ,  Against  the pouer
of  the press,  what  other
recoLl rse wt l l  c i t tzens haue
except  our  wi l l ingness to be
open and accountable '?

"The lvlinnesota Iiews
Counc i l  has  shown tha t  hear -
ing the grieuance of a cit izen
confirnts journ,al isnt as the
fr iend of dent ocrcLc\ ' ,"

Heilfu/r4 Wtfe't
p res tdGt l - ,  l i e  John  S  and

Janes  L  l n i gh r  Foundanon
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"We haient yet fottnd exactl l ,
the right nleens of respondtn,q
to this chol lenge . But I  think i t
is necessorill ' a complex mix:
ombt tdsmen,  expla in ing ou r  -
se lues bet ter  in  ou,r  oun page.s;
strengthened correctictns policies ;
uigorous mediu cri t icism; lett ir tg
the pu,bl ic into our procc.sscs,
and - uerf impctrtant - som(l
network of neu:s counc' i ls, Ioc'ul
regional or state .

"We cen't afford to resist
experimenting with an1' n'LeetLS
of thoughtf 'ul  and noncoerc' iut '
quest ion ing and exatn in at ior t
o f  wha t  we  do . . . "

A nelvs counci l  can be an
extremely' useful tool:  i t  is not
a threat. I f  1'or-r are interested
in start ing one in 1'or"rr area.
consul t  the Minnesota News
Counci l 's  web s i te  at
ww w, mtn. or g/new scor-rnci l .
Yor"r ' i l  f ind valuabie guidance
for 1' 'our explorat ion. Or cal j
t he  Counc i l  a t  612-341-93a7

Thir 
"d 

.,n as paid {'.r' br

Th" Ed=i.r & E*."l1ence in

J ot -,r.'to1it..,. F ot t.&aio.t

F u b I i : Alia i rs 77i ef r st a n'

lo  rn ar  Pu b l ts  h e/ '  Nensa a 7



Neu.s co.'n"ilt lrnlplh" press?
Mittneso ta rr-e'ws peopl" say "YE S ! "

JohxvTren'clv
Minnea7olis Atamq'

,"or"uenr)d thc Star Tribunc

I'ue seen the Minnesoto News
Council in oction an"d I'ue been
fauorobly impressed. The News
Council provides an alternatiue
to lawsuits that would be
expensiue, tim.e-consuming and
detrimental to the best interests
of both parties-

It prouides an important

forum for the consideration of
grieuances that dn not rise to
the leuel of legal u)rongs, but are
nonetheless real and important
ta th.ose wlw feel aggrieved.

The News Council process
serues the m"edia by reminding
them that, while the press is

free from gouernment control,
their continuing szccess
depends on remaining
accountoble to the people
thq serue.

Whether o complaint is
upheld or denied, the public
usuolly feels there u)cs a
significant gain in being heard.
And the medio often karn
something ualuable by listening
to the deliberatior*.

But perhaps as importont as
any decision of the Neurs
Council is the fod that o news
organizati.on participates in the
hearing process and, openly
discusses medio ethics. I belieue
it increases the press's
credibility.

Wail<ex LtmdrY
Edit'or / 5 r. Vice TreEid ent'

5t. ?aul ?ionccr Trcee

In 10 lears, I hove appeored
before the News Council only
once- It felt quite urcomfortoble
hauing those 2}-somc citizens
- half of them joumalists -

asking why we did what we
did. But tlw h.earing was fair,
both sides utere heard, and the
Council uotzd in our fauon
Afterwards, the complaining
citizens and,I shooh hands. I
thinh thq left feeling better
because th4r were heard in
public. I lcft with a uiuid
remind,er of both our power and
our responsibility.

I haue cotne to be a big
supporter of the Neus Council.
On page 2A, euery doy, we
inuite reod.ers to contact the
Neurs Council if they don't get
justice from us. How can we not
be a part of something that can
serue ss o public antidote to
media onogance? These doys,
journalists can use oll th.e help
we con get.

A news council can be an
extremely useful tool. To learn
more, corsult the Miruresota News
Corurcil's web site at
www.mtn. orglnewscouncil, or call
the Conncil at 612-341-9357.
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Dispatch and formcr
NewE Council Mcmber

I'm one of the few people who
has seen theNews Council from
both si^d"es- I serued as o medio
member in the 1980s ond, haue
appeored before the News
Council twice in response to
cornploints.

Thc uistence of this forum
- and our willingness @s
jourrwlists to support it -
sends o positiue message to o
public that is increosingly
disenchanted u.tith u,s: "We are
worthy of your trast, and we
are a.ccountable."

The concept of a news
coutrcil should spread dcross
the countryr. It could be the best
ally we h.ove in preseruing a
free press.

Dtwstnith'
?ubli sh cn M o nticcllo T i m e s

and former
News Council Member


