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TO OUR FRIENDS, CONTRIBUTORS AND HEARING BOARD MEMBERS:

The fiscal year that ended March 31, 2008, was a year of change for the Minnesota News Council. After
leading the News Council for 14 years, Gary Gilson retired as executive director and assumed the title of Executive
Director Emeritus. During his tenure, Gary played an indispensable role in raising public awareness of the Council
and helping it thrive as the nation’s oldest — and for a time, only — independent news council. With a grant from the
Knight Foundation, in his final full year as executive director, Gary worked in conjunction with the Washington State
News Council to spearhead a nationwide competition to create two new news councils elsewhere. Thanks to those
efforts and the Knight funding, news councils were founded in Southern California and New England. We wish Gary
the very best in his retirement.

Growth and ﬁeue/opmenf in 2008-09

We have ambitious plans for the News Council in fiscal year 2008-2009. One of our highest priorities is
expanding our educational programming. This includes a plan to partner with other journalism groups to sponsor fo-
rums and events for the public and media professionals and to expand our mock hearing program to classrooms across
the state. We also plan to continue our monthly online newsletter, Newsworthy Online, and are looking forward to a
new season of Newsworthy TV. From an operational and organizational standpoint, we will further refine our Web site
while adding more diversity to our hearing panel and our board of directors.

In sum, we view the year we have just completed as a new chapter in the News Council’s history and develop-
ment, and a new beginning for an organization that plays a vital role in promoting fair, vigorous and trusted journal-
ism. Please visit our Web site for the most up-to-date information on activities and initiatives. Also consider making
a year-end gift to the News Council: we cannot do our work without dedicated supporters like you.

Sincerely Yours, Among our most significant developments:

M irh g W *We have added new members to our board of directors and

our hearing panel;

Sarah E. Bauer
Executive Director

*We introduced a new electronic monthly newsletter;

*We've broken new ground with the first hearing about
online-only news content and conducted a hearing
via hearing via teleconference to consider a
complaints against the Bemidji Pioneer and the
Duluth Budgeteer News;

*Erika Roland joined our staff as the News Council’s first
development director;

*We finished a full review of our finances, significantly
cutting costs for payroll, telephone, Internet
services and insurance; and

*We increased our productivity, thanks in part to a more
up-to-date Web site that includes an online process
for submitting complaints.
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2007 Complaint
7_{@ h@ﬁfj With the fiscal constraints at both major Minnesota
dailies, the role and mission of the Minnesota
News Council is more vital than ever.

A summary of complaints follows.

In 2007 the News Council received:
2007 MNC Complaints Filed by Month *72 total complaints;

*54 public complaints;

*18 private complaints; and

*11 of 18 private complaints were

resolved in a public hearing.

In 2007, the News Council received 72
complaints. This chart shows the break-
down by month.

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

MNC 2007 Complaints

O Private Complaints
Resolved in
Hearings

M Private Complaints
Resolved without

Three-quarters of the complaints received by the News Council Hearings

were general or “public” complaints. The News Council consid-
ers a complaint public when the complainant is not named or
alluded to in the news they complain about; unresolved public
complaints are nor eligible for a public hearing.

B Public Complaints

2007 %ﬂm’njy

Hearing #147: Susan & Tim Hatfield v. Winona Post (02-15-07) - Complaint Upheld

Hearing #148: Joselyn Murphy & Thomas Bruels v. Ely Echo (02-15-07) - Complaint Denied

Hearing #149: Citizens for Truth in Government v. Bemidji Pioneer (04-19-07) - Complaint Upheld in Part, Denied in Part
Hearing #150: Tax Cut Rally Attendees v. WCCO-TV (06-21-07) - Complaint Upheld

Hearing #151: Mari Newman v. Minnesota Daily (08-16-07) - Complaint Upheld in Part, Denied in Part
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2007 Complaint Allegations

Bias
Misrepresentation
Inaccuracy
Misleading

Harms Reputation
Lack of Coverage
Privacy Violation
Sensationalism
Incomplete
Stereotyping
Didn't Contact
Censorship
Conflict of Interest
Plagiarism

MNC Complaints 2004 - 2007

The News Council received 25% more complaints in
2007 than the previous year.*

H Private Complaints
O Public Complaints

2004 2005 2006 2007

*You can read more about complaints filed with the Minnesota News Council, as well as read all determinations from
public hearings since 1970 at our Web site. Go to www.news-council.org. Keyword: “Hearings.”

HEeARING BoARD MEMBERS 2007-08

The hearing bgard meets every other WMz0I2 MEMBERS Karen Boros‘

month to consider unresolved Former Journalism Instructor
complaints about news coverage. Ree‘fl Anﬁn§on** University of St. Thomas
Half of its members are former or Pué/zsber/Edzfor _ Mike Creger++
practicing journalists, half are public Swift County Monitor-News Editor/ Writer

members; the hearing board is chaired David L. Beal+ Askov American

by a former justice of the Minnesota Retired Colummnist .
Supreme Court. St. Paul Pioneer Press M?ke Dglt0n++
o Viice President/ Reporter
Patricia Berg** Cannon Falls Beacon

Journalism Professor
Thom Fladung+

Editor]/ Vice President
St. Paul Pioneer Press

University of Wisconsin —
River Falls
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Jay Furst*

Managing Editor
Rochester Post-Bulletin
Don Heinzman+
Editorial Writer

ECM Publishers, Inc.

Jeremy Iggers++
Executive Director
Twin Cities Media Alliance

Issa Mansaray++
Founder/ Editor
The AfricaPaper

Kerri Miller**
Journalist and Host
Minnesota Public Radio

Mike Parta*
Former Editor/ Publisher
New York Mills-Herald

Deborah Pastner+
Photo Editor
Star Tribune

Jim Pumarlo+
Director of Commmunnications

MN Chamber of Commerce;

Newspaper Consultant

Steve Schild, Ed.D.
Mass Commmunications Professor
St. Mary’s University

Andy Skoogman+

President

Skoogman Communications;
Former reporter

Brett Stursa++
Editor
Lakeshore Weekly News

Wendy Wyatt**
Journalism Professor
University of St. Thomas

Purric MEMRBERS

Jon Austin*
Owner
J Austin & Associates

Melodie Bahan**
Director of Commmunnications
Guthrie Theater

Jane Berg
Clinzcal Communications Director
UnitedHealth Group.

Elizabeth Costello++

Principal

Costello Communications, LI.C
Khalid Elmasry++

Formerly in health care sales/ marketing,
former reporter

Mary DeMers
President
Contract Consultants, Inc.

Tom Forsythe+

Director of Corporate Communications
General Mills

Luz Maria Frias**
Director of External Affairs
City of St. Paul

Heather Harden++
Investment Adpisor Representative
LPL Financial Services

Noelle Hawton++
Sentor Vice President
Tunheim Partners

Roberta Johnson+
Retired high school jonrnalism teacher

Cathryn Kennedy*
President
Cathryn Kennedy Consulting, Ltd.

Tom Peterson, J.D.
Attorney
Peterson & Hektner, Ltd.

Lorin Robinson, Ph.D
Public Relations Manager
3M

Karen Runyon**
Forensic Document Examiner

Colin Sokolowski+
Public Relations Director
Moundsview Public Schools

Chris Shields++
Editor/ Deputy Communications Director
Minnesota 2020

Mary Treacy++
Executive Director
MN Coalition on Government Info.

Al Zdon+
Communications Director
Minnesota American Legion

CHAIRMAN

James H. Gilbert, J.D. +
Mediator/ Arbitrator
Gilbert Mediation Center

*Retired in 2007
**Retired in 2008
+Joined in 2007

++Joined in 2008

Rememéerinj Hesham Hussein

Hesham Hussein
was president of the F
Muslim Ametican So-
ciety — MN Chapter,
founder of two Arab-
speaking schools, a
teacher, father, imam

and a spokesman for
the state’s Muslim
community. He served on the Min-
nesota News Council from July 2005
until his passing in Jan. 2008. Hussein,
44, died in a tragic car accident on Jan.
26, 2008 while driving from Medina to
Mecca in Saudi Arabia. Hussein was
originally from Cairo, Egypt and is sur-
vived by his wife, Abeer, and their five
children: Abdullah, Abdul-Rahman,
Abdul-Hadi, Hoda and Bushra.
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2007-2008 Financials+
April 1, 2007 - March 31, 2008

Total Revenue:  $82,201* 2007-2008 Expenses
Total Expenses: $144,240

Net Income: ($62,039)

Unrestricted donations: O Program

i T
Educatlopal Institutions: 8% E Management &
Corporations: 63% General
Individual: 20% O Fundraising
Media: 99%**

Endowment: $426,992

+Copies of the News Council’s 2007-08 indepen-
dent auditor’s report are available upon request.
*In 2008, MNC changed accounting practices to no

Program: $92,891
Management & General: $21,316
Fundraising: $30,033

longer record pledges as income until fulfilled. TOTAL: $144,240

** In 2008, MNC no longer received funding from
Star Tribune Foundation, its largest single donor.

2008 AccoUNTABILITY AWARD PRESENTED TO MINC Co-FounNDER BOB SHAW

The Minnesota News Council presents its Accountability Award annually
to a person or publication that has worked to promote fair and trusted
journalism in the state. The News Council presented its 2008 award to Bob
Shaw at the MNA Convention Jan. 24, 2008.

In 1970, when he was working as the MNA Manager, Bob played an inte-
gral part in founding the News Council. The News Council began as an
offshoot of the “Ways and Ethics Committee” of the MNA and eventually
became an independent nonprofit, but Bob’s dedication to the organiza-
tion’s mission has never ceased. Shaw was a member of the hearing board
from 1971-1981, and has served as its “resident historian” by recently re-
counting the organization’s early history to the News Council staff and
board of directors.

Accepting the award, Shaw noted, “The News Council is a difficult propo-
sition for newspapers to accept; but the public loves the News Council.”

Sarab Baner & Bob Shaw He encouraged newspapers throughout Minnesota to continue to partici-
at the 2008 MINA Convention

pate in the News Council complaint process.
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MANY THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS
Partners in Public Trust

Askov American

Battle Lake Review

Cottonwood County Citizen

Duluth News Tribune

ECM Publishing +

Finance and Commerce

Gannett Corporation (KARE-11)
Huckle Publishing, Inc.

KBJR-TV

KDLH-TV

Key Professional Media, Inc./Law &
Politics

Lake City Printing Company
Lakeview Publishing/DBA Grant County
Herald

Lamberton News

Leighton Broadcasting

Mankato Free Press

Minnesota Broadcasters Association
Minnesota Legionnaire

Minnesota Newspaper Association
Minnesota Public Radio

Omni Broadcasting Company
Renco Publishing, Inc.

Rochester Post-Bulletin

San Francisco Bay Guardian
Southwest Journal

Spring Valley Tribune

St. Cloud Times

St. Paul Pioneer Press

Staples World

Superior Publishing (SPC Publications)
Swift County Monitor-News

Twin Cities Public Television

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Partners in Fairness (§5,000 and up)
General Mills Foundation

Great River Energy

Target

Partners in Accuracy (§3,000 - §4,999)
Fairview Health Services

Flint Hills Resources, L.P.
Travelers

Partners in Balance (§1,000 - §2,999)
Allianz Life

Allina Health System

Andersen Corporation

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of MN
C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc.
Carmichael Lynch Spong
CenterPoint Energy

CHS Inc

Comcast Cable Communications
Education Minnesota

Lawson

Mayo Foundation

Medica Foundation
Meshbesher & Spence
Northwest Airlines

Padilla Speer Beardsley
Pearson

Pentair, Inc.

Securian Financial Group, Inc.
Select Comfort

Sit Investment Associates Foundation
St. Jude Medical

Tunheim Partners

Valspar Corporation

Weber Shandwick Intl.

Wells Fargo & Company

Sponsor (up to §1,000)

3M

ALLETE, Inc./Minnesota Power
Boise Cascade

Cuningham Group Architecture
DeCare International

Faegre & Benson

Gold’n Plump

HealthEast Care System

Himle Horner Inc.

Insurance Federation of Minnesota
Land O’ Lakes

Level

Mall of America

Mansfield, Tanick & Cohen
Meet Minneapolis

EDUCATIONAL SPONSORS
Macalester College

University of Minnesota
University of St. Thomas

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
Partners in Accountability

Jetfrey & Jodine Alberts
Roberta & Bradley Allen
Julian Andersen*

Paul Anderson

David & Debra Andreas*
Anonymous

Jon Austin

Charles W. Bailey 11

David Beal

John & Maria Bodette
Karen Boros

Beatrice Braun

Bruce & Jean Brugmann
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney P. Burwell*
Tony Carideo

Don Casey

Mzr. William Cento

Edward J. Cleary

Burt & Rusty Cohen
Daniel Cohen

Stanley E. Cohen
Richard Conklin

Nancy Conner

Sage & John Cowles*
Charles M. Denny, Jr.*
Carol Duff

James Edlund

John G. & Amelia Engberg
Linda and Kurt Falkman
John R. Finnegan, Sr.
Earl S. & Barbara Flanagan Sanford
Robert B. Franklin
James H. Gilbert*
Gary Gilson

Theodore Glasser

Paula Lee Gottschalk*
Ron & Cecilia Graham*
David Hakensen

James L. Hetland, Jr.
Rachel Johnson

Roberta M. Johnson
Tom Keller

Jean King

Larry Kuusisto

Don & Carole Larson*
Leslie MacKenzie

Issa Mansaray

Richard McNeil

L. David Mech

Neil Neddermeyer
Laverne & Gregg Orwoll
Penny Parrish

Mike & Janet Parta
Deborah Pastner

Robert Ryan

Steven Schild

Jon & Dana Schroeder
Rodney N. Searle
Robert M. Shaw*
Helen Silha*

John Simonett

Donald Q. Smith

Colin Sokolowski
Marshall H. Tanick

Paul Rexford Thatcher, St.
Mabel Thompson

Emily Anne Tuttle
Christopher Welsh

Mr. Wheelock Whitney
Mike and Penny Winton
Charles & Barbara Withers
Wendy Wyatt

+ Special thanks to ECM for donating
the publication of our annual report.
*100 Friends ($1,000 and up)
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BoOARD OF DIRECTORS

Reed Anfinson, Vice Chairman
Editor/Publisher
Swift County Monitor-News

Carolyn Brookter

Retired Director, Communications -
Critical Issues Management

Target

Tony Carideo, Chairman
President
The Carideo Group, Inc.

Richard W. Conklin

Retired Associate Vice President of
University Relations

University of Notre Dame

Nancy Conner
Director of Publications &
Media Relations

Minnesota State Colleges & Universities

John Finnegan , Chairman Emeritus

Former Executive Editor
St. Paul Dispatch and Pioneer Press

Thom Fladung, Council President
Editor/Vice President
St. Paul Pioneer Press

Ron Graham
Former President
Better Business Bureau

Larry Kuusisto, Ph.D., Treasurer
Vice President of Education and
Executive Director of Alley Institute
LifeScience Alley

Karen Runyon
Forensic Documents Examiner

John R. Stone, MNA Liaison
Editor
Starbuck Times

Minnesota News Council Staff

Sarah Bauer
Executive Director
sarah.bauer@news-council.org

612-341-9357

Erika Roland
Development Director

erika.roland@news-council.org

612-339-0030

Kate Myers

Program Assistant

kate.myers@news—council.org

612-341-9357

Minnesota News Council
12 South Sixth Street, Suite 927
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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